
Cambodia: From the Killing Fields to the mission field 
On the edge of a rice paddy the soldiers bound the hands and feet of four boys. As they did, one of the boys 
sobbed. Another’s chest quietly heaved as tears raced down his cheeks. The other two showed no emotion. 

Encircling them were hundreds of other paper-thin boys too weak and scared to put up a fight. Starvation, forced 
labor and torture have a way of doing that to kids. Dareth Ly, then 9 years old, stared at the bound boys. They were 

his co-laborers and co-sufferers. More importantly, they were friends. Now they were going to die.“The Khmer 
Rouge soldiers wanted to instill fear in us so we would give them complete obedience,” says Ly, now 36, and an 
Assemblies of God missionary to Cambodia. “They were killing for the sake of killing and were intoxicated by the 

power they had been given.” 

After being separated from his family when he was 7 years old, Ly was sent to the Khmer Rouge-run labor camp 
where he spent his days digging irrigation ditches and building dikes in rice paddies. It was a man’s work made 

worse by lack of food, little rest and long hours under the grueling sun. Even worse were the sadistic soldiers who 
indiscriminately abused, tortured and killed the boys. Depending on the day, the soldiers would choose a handful 

of boys and pluck their finger- and toenails off with pliers or try to decapitate them with palm branches. The 
cruelest moments occurred when the soldiers executed the boys. “Don’t turn away,” the soldiers would tell the 
boys who hadn’t been chosen to die, “or you will join your friends.” With no remorse and machine-like efficiency, 
the soldiers pulled clear plastic bags over their victims’ heads. The thin plastic adhered to the boys’ moist faces, 

outlining their tiny mouths and noses. Within minutes they were dead. Satisfied, the soldiers sent all the witnesses 
back into the rice paddy to work again. Tomorrow, they promised, more boys would die. 

Seven years earlier, Ly had lived with his family in Kâmpóng Cham province, which borders Vietnam. Like many 
Cambodian villages, Ly’s was home to peasant farmers who worked the land tending rice paddies, growing 

coconuts, and fishing streams and lakes. After the U.S. military began bombing the area, Ly’s mother, Yee, fled with 
him and his  sister for Phnom Phen, Cambodia’s capital city. With no money or place to stay in Phnom Phen, the 

family lived on the streets. Ly, only 3 years old, began a harrowing journey that would take him to the brink of 
death, transform his life. Along the way, he’d also develop an insatiable desire to reach Cambodians with the 

gospel and train them for leadership. While his mother made and sold cakes, Ly and his sister, Sreng Hok, roamed 
the city scrounging for food. Three square meals, candy and Saturday morning cartoons weren’t even a thought for 
them. Their sustenance and fun came in the form of chasing down bags of rice dropped from U.S. military planes. 

When they found bags that had broken open they’d scoop up as much rice as they could before adults descended 
on the bags. “I didn’t understand all that was happening in my country,” says Ly. “I was only concerned with finding 

something to eat.”  
 

As the family struggled to survive, Cambodia’s government was imploding. Pol Pot, leader of the Khmer Rouge, 
and his soldiers were bent on turning the country into an agrarian communist utopia. To do so, they battled 

relentlessly to overthrow the government. When they finally did in April 1975, Cambodians celebrated in the streets 
thinking the civil war was over and peace would prevail. As its first act in power the Khmer Rouge drove everyone 

out of Phnom Phen, telling them falsely the Americans were going to bomb the city.Pol Pot envisioned a Cambodia 
untouched by Western civilization and capitalism. To achieve that, he believed he needed to kill the educated 

people, move the noneducated to the countryside, dismantle families and rid the country of currency, religion and 
private land ownership. 

With thousands of other families, Ly’s family left the city and walked to a remote village. There, the Khmer Rouge 
herded everyone into military trucks for a 24-hour road trip sans food or water to the village of Pursat in Northern 

Cambodia. Upon arrival the family was separated.“The children were then separated and sent to labor camps,” says 
Ly. “I was frightened, but knew if I didn’t go along they would hurt or kill me.” 

In the first few months at the labor camp there were nearly 1,000 boys in captivity. Each week the population 
decreased as boys, 7-11 years old, died of starvation, sickness, exhaustion and torture. Ly stayed alive, he explains, 
by obeying orders, working hard and eating insects, roots and grass. “Sometimes you get so hungry anything looks 

edible,” he says. “Back then I thought if it didn’t kill me I’d eat it and live another day.” After four years of captivity 
Ly’s resolve to live was high, but physically he was waning. Each day he and the 30 boys who were still alive were 
dragged into the rice patties though too weak to work. One day, mortar rounds rained down on the rice patty. Ly 

crawled into a hole. When he emerged… 
By Kirk Noonan


To read the rest of this article, visit https://darethly.com/my-story/
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FEATURING GUEST SPEAKERS:  

Dareth LyRick Allen

Sunday, September 9th   Sunday, September 23rd  



SERVICE TIMES: 
. 
SUNDAY MORNING 
9:00 AM / Sunday School for all ages 
10:15 AM / Worship Service & Kids First Service 
(Activities for infants & preschool also provided) 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
7:00 PM / Bible Study, The Hinge, Kids First 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITES 
6:00 PM / Sunday Night Intercession in 
Sanctuary 
6:00 PM / Tuesday nights in Room 13 
8:00 AM / Sunday Mornings in the Sanctuary 
CANCELATIONS  
September  3/ Office Closed for Labor Day 

September 8th starting at 6pm  
Men and Machines is an event for the 
Men at Manhattan First to hear about 

what God is doing around the world from 
National Light for the Lost Director, Rick 
Allen. As well as, have some quality man 
time eating steaks and not sharing your 

feelings.  

If you have a machine you would like to 
bring, please drop it off on the back lawn 

between 4-5pm on September 8th.  

The steak will be served at 6pm outside 
on the back lawn surrounded by these 

machines.  

Sign up in the foyer by August 26th.

Royal Rangers and MPact Girls 
ministries will begin on 

Wednesday, September 5th.   
 

These gender-specific 
discipleship classes help to 
teach your child how to live 

out their faith in God in a fun 
and safe environment.   

There are classes for kids from 
2 years old to 5th grade 

available. 
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Mpact Girls Ministry is a 
program for winning girls (and 
preschool boys) to Jesus Christ 
through love and acceptance. 

Mpact Clubs provide an 
environment of support and 
accountability while helping 

girls to develop their gifts and 
abilities. In addition, girls build 

lifelong relationships with 
mentors who encourage girls to 

be spiritual leaders.

Royal Rangers is an activity-
based, small group church 

ministry for boys and young men 
in grades K-5th. Our mission is to 
evangelize, equip and empower 
the next generation of Christlike 

men and lifelong servant leaders. 
We provide Christlike character 

formation and servant leadership 
development for boys in a highly 
relational and fun environment. 

WASH nights are an extended time of 
Worship, seeking at the Altar, asking 

to be baptized in His Spirit, and 
waiting for Healing.  After the first 
WASH night, check out what some 

people had to say about it, “We loved 
WASH and can't wait for the next one!” 

And, “WASH was the perfect name. I 
felt refreshed after!” We believe it will 
be a much needed time for you and 
your family in the presence of God. 

We’ll end this night with the 
testimonies of those that have come to 
Christ and want to be baptized. It is for 

sure an evening you won’t want to 
miss.   We will have childcare and 

activities for the children.   
 

September 30th @ 6PM 

In the Early Church, there was no such thing 
as an unbaptized Christian. On the Day of 

Pentecost, Peter concluded his sermon with 
this charge, "Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 

2:38).* About 3,000 converts were baptized 
that day.  Baptism stood at the very 

threshold of the Christian life. In almost 
every instance of detailed conversion and 
baptism, the emphasis suggests urgency 

and imminence. We encourage you, if you 
have never been baptized, today is the day! 
Water baptism indicates the seriousness of 
our commitment to Jesus Christ and affirms 
our salvation. If you want to be baptized, fill 
out your SHARE WITH US card in the pew, 
call or email the office. Just let us know!  

Sunday, September 30th @ 6pm  

Connect Groups at Manhattan First are specifically 
designed to help you feel a part of the family by building 
relationship deeply rooted around the truth of who God 

is. Being a part of a Connect Group will help you take 
church beyond a Sunday. This is a great chance to let 
Godly leaders invest in your life spiritually. There is a 

variety of Connect Groups launching this fall that will end  
just before Christmas. Take this opportunity to grow in 
your relationships with others, but more importantly, to 

grow in your relationship with Christ.  

Connect Group tables will be set up September 9th and 
16th before and after service. You can chat with the 
leaders and sign up for the group that you are most 

interested in joining. 

Adult Bible Fellowship (ABF), one of our Connect Groups 
that meet on Sunday mornings at 9am will have a 

breakfast on Sunday, September 9th to introduce the 
different bible studies that will be offered this fall. 

FLINT HILLS PRAISEFEST 
is the largest free 

Christian music festival 
in Kansas. Come to Cico 

Park in Manhattan on 
September 22, 2018 for 

a full day of music, 
fellowship, and fun for 
the entire family. This 

year Love & the 
Outcome, Jason Gray 

and Colton Dixon will be 
playing. For more 
information visit 
praisefest.org

Every Word-  The Kids First Junior Bible 
Quiz program that helps teach our kids 
God's Word using memory cards and 
quizzing competition.  Practice starts 

August 26th and will resume September 
9th at 4:30 pm on Sundays in room 13. 

Parents of Discovery Rangers or any 3rd 
to 5th grade boy: We are having our 

District Pow Wow on September 14-16 
at Living Water Ranch.  

The cost for the event is $65 due by 
August 26. The cost includes meals from 
Friday supper through Sunday breakfast. 
There will be many outdoor activities for 

the boys.  
For more info please contact  

Larry Simpson at (785) 313-0694. 
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